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LaGrange Firefighter Moved by Student’s Letter 
Surprises Student with Special Gift of Thanks 

 

LaGrange, Ga. September 12, 2018 – LaGrange Firefighter James 
Ormsby was so moved by a letter of support he received from a local 
student, he wanted to say thank you in person on September 11th. 
 

James Ormsby, who received minor injuries in the Labor Day structure 
fire, says he became emotional when he received a letter of support 
from Hogansville Elementary fifth grade student Hayden Myers.  

      
James Ormsby shows the letter Hogansville Elementary student Hayden Myers sent to him and the letter he gave to her 

In a letter addressed to Hayden, James wrote to her in a letter that he 
presented to her on Tuesday, September 11th, “Your letter reminds me 
of the good that’s in all of us. I want to present you with a gift,” he said. 



Ormsby presented her with a rock from the aftermath of 9/11. The New 
Jersey native was on the scene after the events of that day. 

 
Ormsby presents gift to Hogansville elementary student Hayden Myers 

“This is a symbol from a tragedy that happened on this day seventeen 
years ago. It represents the commitment that people will go through to 
help each other out. When you look at this piece of history, I hope you 
feel the same sense of pride and joy that I feel when I see and read 
your letter. I truly thank you from the bottom of my heart.” 

Ormsby wanted the meeting to be a surprise for Hayden. Her mom and 
grandfather were surrounding her as well as her school principal and 
teacher.  

“She was surprised something she wrote had such an impact on and 
adult and firefighter,” said Hogansville Principal Gina Turner. 

“This is an experience that will stay with her the rest of her life.” 

Hayden plans to talk to her classmates about her experience later this 
week. It was also a request from Ormsby that she let the other students 
know how much the letters are appreciated by all the firefighters.  



Cards of support and donations can be sent to the LaGrange Fire 
Department at 115 Hill Street, LaGrange, GA 30240.  

They can also be given to Dion Senn, the City of LaGrange Public 
Services Director at dsenn@lagrangega.org or (706) 881-4563.  

Media Contact: Katie Mercer Van Schoor, LaGrange 
Marketing/Communications Manager (706) 883-2055 or 
kvanschoor@lagrangega.org 
 
To keep up with the latest news involving the City of LaGrange, go to 
www.lagrangega.org or follow us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/lagrangegagov, Twitter at @lagrangegagov, & Instagram 
at instagram.com/cityoflagrangega. 
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